Monsterwax
Scares Up A
Horrific Pair
Of Card Sets
by Rudy Panucci
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revity is the soul of wit, as the saying goes, but in the new
Shock Stories & Urban Legends card sets from Monsterwax, brevity is the soul of terror.

This long-gestating double card set
harkens back to the heyday of original content non-sport trading cards like Mars
Attacks and Civil War News. With the Shock
Stories set, the series creator and Monsterwax head honcho, Kurt Kuersteiner, pays
homage to the classic EC horror comics of
the 1950s. Each card features a very short
story, complete with a shocking twist. The
card front shows off a great illustration by
Terry Beatty. The card back has the complete story. We’re talking very, very short
stories; fifty original short blasts of frightful
fun, plus an illustrated checklist.

Shocking Legends &
Legendary Shocks
According to Kuersteiner, “Shock Stories is a
series we first began in the 1990s and right
from the start I knew it would take a long
time to finish. The idea was to make an
entire series of trading cards depicting original horror stories with shocking twist endings. We had done a subset of similar stories
in our very first set of cards, Tune In For Terror (from 1992), and it was the hardest part
of the series but it was also the most fun. I
wanted it to capture the feel of the classic EC
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comic books like Tales From The Crypt and
The Vault of Horror.
While creating the Shock Stories set, Kuersteiner decided to also take on classic urban
legends like we all heard when we were kids.
You know, the stories you tell with a flashlight shining up at your face, the ones with
endings like “and they had to bury the
microwave oven,” or “when they got out of
the car, there was a prosthetic arm with a
hook grasping the car door handle.” Said
Kuersteiner, “You would think it would be
easy [to write the stories], but the shorter a
story is, the harder you work over each and
every word.”
“By the time I finished writing most of the
50 stories needed for the Shock Stories set I
realized they had a lot in common with the
classic urban legend tales we heard around
the campfire as kids (they both involved
spooky stories with twist endings,”) says
Kuersteiner. “The urban legends would also
be perfect for cards, and yet, no one had ever
used them before. I thought, why not do a
series on urban legends as well, and publish
the two together?”
Monsterwax kept the Urban Legends set
under wraps for nearly a decade, Kuersteiner
explains, “We kept the idea of the Urban Leg-

ends secret all this time because we were concerned other companies might try to beat us
to the punch. It seems unlikely, because
hardly anyone else will invest the time and
money to do original art series anymore, but
urban legends are so popular they just might
make an exception. After all, almost everyone enjoys urban legends and has a personal
favorite. The basic plots are not copyrighted,
so there was nothing to stop the other guys
from doing it first... except hoping they didn’t think of it. The Shock Stories, on the other
hand, are all original and protected, so we
announced it early on.”

Shocking Art
One of the inspirations for the Shock Stories
set was famed EC Comics artist Johnny
Craig. Craig was a master storyteller who
illustrated many of the most iconic EC horror stories. Kurt tells us how he came to
know this horror comics legend, “I wanted
every card in this series to be just as tantalizing as the classic EC horror covers, so obviously it would require a top notch artist. Our
first choice was Johnny Craig, one of the
main artists for EC comics. He was responsible for many of their most famous covers,
including the one that got EC comics in trou-

ble with Congress! Craig lived just across the
river from where I was living at the time
(Harrisburg, PA) and we had many conversations about the project. He liked and encouraged the idea, but he was elderly and
semi-retired, and feared he wouldn’t have
time to finish such a massive undertaking as
50 different paintings.”
Unfortunately, Craig was correct. He
passed away on Sept 13, 2001. According to
Kuersteiner, “We were devastated... not only
for the loss of his contribution to our series,
but also because he was a really great guy
and had already contributed so much to
comics and the horror genre already. I feel
lucky I got to know him at all.” The Shock
Stories and Urban Legends sets are unofficially
dedicated to Johnny Craig.
With the decision to double the set from
50 to 100 cards, Kuersteiner was faced with
the challenge of finding just the right artist,
He picks up the story, "Fortunately, I found
Terry Beatty, who does beautiful monster
covers for Scary Monsters Magazine, and also
has worked as an inker for DC Comics on
Batman Adventures, The Batman Strikes and,
currently, Batman: The Brave and the Bold. He
uses a very clean style similar to Johnny
Craig, and he's an avid horror fan, too. I sent
him some of the Shock Stories and he jumped
at the chance to do them. He was also busy
and swamped with other work, but he said if
we could do them a bit at time, he promised
he would eventually do them all. I needed a
lot more time myself to write the 50 additional (Urban Legend) stories, so I agreed.
Once I saw some of his finished pieces, I
knew we had the perfect guy. His stuff is
really incredible." Beatty has been a cult
favorite for years, with his work on "Ms.
Tree" with Max Allan Collins and "Wild Dog"
for DC Comics. Kuersteiner had the core of a
winning team, and he kept adding to it.
Paul Wolak is the colorist for the sets.
Kuersteiner gushes over his work, “You
wouldn’t believe the degree of detail he puts
into his work. I mean, you can take out a
magnifying glass and find all sorts of easter
egg surprises in the background, photos on
the wall, and reflections of things in eye
glasses, etc. He’s really a perfectionist. He’s
also a trading card fanatic from the days of
Mars Attacks, and a big fan of EC and Creepy
comics. Once he saw Terry’s artwork, he
went crazy over it. He really wanted to see
the set published and leaped aboard to help
make it happen.”
Additional members of the team came on
board. Van Beydler and Joe Riley did the 3-D
cards. Jamie Riley designed the backs, while
Kevin Graham did the color on the 3-D
cards.

Eye-Popping Pictures
This is a card set the likes of which collectors have not seen for years. With a
complete story on each card and making
the most of the limited space available,
Monsterwax seems to have anticipated a
phenomenon that didn’t exist when
work began on Shock Stories. With the
economy of text, the Shock Stories and

Urban Legends card sets update EC
comics for the Twitter-era!
Both sets are a true labor of love that
took more than ten years to produce, and
there will only be 1,000 boxes with both
products combined inside. Each one will be
numbered and so will the checklists (which
make up less than 2,000 sets if they were all
assembled). Each box will have 36 packs,
which is 18 packs from Urban Legends, and
18 packs from Shock Stories (each set has a
distinct wrapper). There are six cards per
pack, and one of them is a special 3-D parallel card that jumps off the cardboard when
viewed with the 3-D glasses (one pair is
included in each box).
The parallel set mirrors the entire
Shock Stories series in 3-D, with all 51
cards (since the checklist is also in 3-D).
In a departure for Monsterwax, this time
it will take two boxes for those who want
a complete master set, instead of the
usual “master set in every box.” Both sets
make up 100 cards, plus each has a
checklist. Every box will also come with
an autographed sketch card from either
Shock Stories or Urban Legends (artists are
still to be determined as we go to press).
There are also three different background cards, showing the very first prototype cards painted before Terry Beatty
was involved, plus a master checklist.
Every box will also contain either a prize
card offering special gifts (like limited edition uncut sheets of the series), or a Monsterwax Metal card, which is one of the
original printing plates cut down to card
size and inserted in the pack.
Another nice freebie is a special souvenir no other card company can match.
Each box will contain a free ticket to the
Monsterwax Haunted House, which is a
giant 15,000 foot commercial fright
house the Monsterwax crew designed
and have operated every October for
over ten years. As it says on the Monsterwax website, “Other companies can
make monster cards, but we actually
MAKE MONSTERS!” You can read more
about “The Terror of Tallahassee” at the
Monsterwax website, http://www.
monsterwax.com.
Perhaps the most shocking aspect of this
set is Monsterwax has produced an original,
attainable card set, like they used to make
back in the good old days. You can find
these sets at hobby shops or order them
directly from Monsterwax on the web.
While you’re at their website, check out
their “Manifesto.” It’s sure to fire up the
imaginations of all long-time non-sport
card collectors. ❏
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